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momentum when feelings simmer like steam within us. Today
we are disunited, we are fighting amongst ourselves. When we
are welded together by ardent feelings, we will embrace one
another and cling so close that we shall appear to be one though
we are many.
Our brother is starving; we know that he can earn a living
by plying the spinning-wheel but he does not do so out of laziness
and that he will if we give him an object-lesson by spinning
ourselves; in that case, we shall certainly take to the spinning-wheel.
In India today, hundreds of thousands are in this predicament.
Nevertheless, we find it difficult to ply the spinning-wheel even for
half an hour in order to set an example for them, because we
do not feel like brothers towards one another.
If all of us give up the use of foreign cloth and meet the
country's need for cloth by plying the spinning-wheel, this Govern-
ment would in large measure become redundant. Despite this
knowledge, many of us refuse to spin because we have not deve-
loped such fervent feelings. Actually, there is no fellow-feeling
between Hindus and Muslims in many cities. In such circumstan-
ces, millions of throats cannot chant the words "Our Country".
And it is futile to hope for swaraj until such a situation is brought
about. We can all see that the path to swaraj is also the path to
the repeal of the policy being pursued in Bengal. The terrorism
of the anarchists aims at winning swaraj. It is meaningless. How-
ever, the absence of swaraj is the root cause of the disease of terro-
rism. The reason behind the Government's terrorism is also the
same. The Government, so far as it is possible, does not wish to
give up its own authority. There would be no such terrorism,
if there is swaraj. I, therefore, claim that if the spinning-wheel
is the weapon for swaraj, if Hindu-Muslim unity is the means
of securing swaraj, they are also the means for reversing the
Government's policy of repression.
Moreover, as there is no fellow-feeling between Hindus and
Muslims, what is the state of affairs between the untouchable
Hindus and other Hindus? There can be no untouchability bet-
ween brothers. It cannot be the case that one brother eats sweet
dishes, while the other eats his left-overs. Only those who work
for the abolition of untouchability know of the many barriers
that stand in the Way of its abolition.
Where the situation is so clear, where one is well aware of
the disease and the remedy, to refuse to use the ready remedy
and impatiently seek alternative remedies is as good as killing
the patient.